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SUBJECT: CONVERSATION WITH DEPENSE MINISTER PORLANI ON 
DOMESTIC POLITICAL SITUATION 

REF: ROME 1661 

1 . AT PEBRUARY 13 LUNCH WITH MY OLD FRIEND THE PORMER CHRIS- 
TIAN DEMOCRATIC PARTY SECRETARY AND CURRENT DEPENSE MINISTER 
PORLANI, HE MADE THE POLLOWING OBSERVATIONS CONCERNING THE 
DOMESTIC ITALIAN POLITICAL SCENE. 

2. CHRISTIAN DEMOCRAT-COMMUNIST PARTY "HISTORIC COMPROMISE" 
ISSUE. FORLANI SAID THAT THE RECENT DC NATIONAL COUNCIL 
MEETING HAD STRENGTHENED THE HAND OP PARTY SECRETARY PANPANI 
AND HAD PROVIDED A CLEAR MANDATE AGAINST THE "HISTORIC COMPRO- 
MISE" (DC-PCI ACCORD) AT THE NATIONAL LEVEL. AT THE LOCAL 
LEVEL, HE NOTED, THE DC CITY ALDERMEN HAVE NOW WITHDRAWN PROM 
THE VENICE CITY GOVERNMENT (WHERE A DC-SOCIALIST-PCI ACCORD 

IN LATE DECEMBER HAD PROVOKED NATIONAL PUBLICITY). PORLANI 
SAID THAT BY MEANS OP THE ACCORD, THE VENICE DC REPRESENTATIVES 
HAD ACCOMPLISHED THEIR AIM OP WINNING APPROVAL OP A CITY PLAN 
ENTITLING THE CITY TO ACCESS TO A GOVERNMENT PUND OP 100 
BILLION LIRE (155 MILLION DOLLARS). HAD THE PLAN NOT BEEN 
APPROVED BY THE END OP LAST YEAR THE MONEY WOULD HAVE BEEN LOST. 
HE SAID BOTH THE VENICE ACCORD, NOW ON THE ROCKS, AND A SIMI- 
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LOCAL FACTORS. HE DOES NOT EXPECT ADDITIONAL LOCAL PCI-DC 
ACCORDS EXCEPT IN THE CASE OF UNUSUAL CIRCUMSTANCES SUCH AS 
PREVAILED IN VENICE AND AVELLINO. 

3. JUNE REGIONAL ELECTIONS. EORLANI EXPRESSED CONCERN ABOUT 
THE OUTCOME OF THE REGIONAL ELECTIONS EXPECTED IN JUNE. HE 
FELT THAT THE AMOUNT OF TIME LEFT BEFORE THE ELECTIONS IS 
INADEQUATE FOR ELECTORAL ISSUES THE DC IS PUSHING, SUCH AS 

LAW AND ORDER, TO PRODUCE REALLY TANGIBLE RESULTS. HE WAS ALSO 
CAUTIOUS ABOUT THE POSSIBILITIES OF WINNING GREATER SUPPORT 
FOR THE DC FROM AMONG THE YOUNGER GENERATION. HE ATTRIBUTED 
THIS PROBLEM TO A LESSENING OF INTEREST BY THE CATHOLIC 
CHURCH IN POLITICAL ACTION AND TO THE IMPACT OF THE MASS MEDIA 
AND AN EDUCATIONAL SYSTEM WHERE MANY EDUCATORS WERE INCLINED 
TO A LEFT-WING PHOLOSOPHY. HOWEVER, EORLANI SAID, HE DID NOT 
AGREE WITH SOME OF THE DC WHO THINK THE PARTY WILL LOSE 5 
OR 6 PERCENT IN THE COMING ELECTIONS. HE HOPES THAT LOSSES 
CAN BE KEPT TO A RATHER SMALL MARGIN IF THE PARTY CAN PULL 
TOGETHER IN UNITED FASHION IN THE CAMPAIGN. 

4. RELATIONS WITH THE SOCIALISTS. EORLANI BELIEVES THE 
PRIME OBJECTIVE OF THE PSI IS TO INCREASE THE SOCIALIST VOTE 

IN THE EORTHCOMING ELECTIONS. HE THEREFORE DOUBTS THAT THE 
PSI WOULD WANT TO PRECIPITATE A GOVERNMENT CRISIS UNTIL AFTER 
THE REGIONALS, IF THEN. VOLPE 
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